[lenecT TuCTBLI TOMOMS, AaXe B 9TOU 3K30TUYeCKOU [IeHTOCe, 3a COTHU JUT OT LIITOPMOBBEIX 3eMeb,
3acTaBull [[2KOHA BCIIOMHHUTD OETCTBO. ITO OBIJT €70 TPETHUM BU3UT B 0COOHSIK Mnmupuo MomaTuca, u
10 CHX TIOP OH He oOpallan BHUMaHUS Ha Cafibl, IIPOXOMs MUMO HUX B OOJIBIION BeCTUOI0IIb, BEIOMBIN
ciyroit. Ho ceromHs 4T0-TO U3MEHUIOCH. [I3KOH MOT OBl CeNiaTh BU/, UTO €T0 He BOIIHYET UCTUHHBIN
MOTHB BM3HUTa, HO HA MomaTuc, HY OH caM He KyIHUINCh Obl Ha 3Ty UTpy. I103TOMY OH OCTaJCs 1of
KOJIOHHaZaMH, 3a IIpefieJlaMu IoMa, elllé He B cafy, U CMOTpeJl Ha TOMoJs. B )KapKoM Kiumare
[TenToca [I;)KOH HUKaK He 0XKHUIAJl BCTPETUTD 9T NEPEBbs, aCCOLUUUPYS UX C 3a00I0UeHHBIMU
OeperamMu pex WM MPOXJIagHbIMK 3uMaMu PeuyHbix 3eMenb 1 [IITopMOBEIX 3eMenib. Temneps ke,
3aMeTHB UX IPUCYTCTBUE B cajax MomaTuca, OH He MOT OTOPBaTh I'fla3 OT X HaAMEHHOTO KapKaca.
[Top TembIM BETEPKOM IIO3[IHETO Beuepa IIeJIeCT JINCThEB OB YCIIOKAaUBAIOIIMM, KaK I'0JI0C 1aBHO
IIOTEPSTHHOTO Jipyra.— f ¥ He 3HAaJI, YTO THI TaK JIOOUIIL 3TU Cafbl, PYT MOM, — CKa3al
Mormatuc.[I3K0H B3OPOTHY I, 00epHYBUIMCh. MomnaTuC He OB TeM, KOT'0 OH Ha3BaJjl Ovl ApyroM. B
Jy4IlleM cllydae, COI03HUK, He 6oree. X emnHCTBeHHOE 00I11ee - uHTepec K [Jomy TaprapueHos, u
maxe B 3TOM [I3KOH He OBIJT YBEPEH B €T0 BePHOCTHU Heny.— Mx meno...CTpaHHOe ¥ CIafKOe YyBCTBO
BO3HUKIIO, KOTa OH IIPou3HecC "ux", Bemdb [I2KOH cumTal ChiHa Peiierapa eIMHCTBEHHBIM BBI2KMBIITNM
npepncraButenieM [Joma TaprapueHoB. OgHako MomaTrc OBITT yBepeH: eciiu KopojieBa Pasnia MepTBa,
TO €€ JIeTH, I0HBIM Busepuc u ero mnamiias cectpa JelieHepuc, coexkanu ¢ [IpakoHbero Kamus
6naromaps cupy Yumiemy dappu. OH coenan To, YTO JOIKeH OB caenaTh [KoH ana Peitnuc: He
CIIpalIBaa HUYbero pasperrenus. Hortu [IxkKoHa riy00KO BOH3UIIUCH B JTAMOHU.— ThI yBEPEH HAaCUET
npuHIla Busepuca u ero Mnapien cecTprl? — cupocun [I3K0H, BepHYB ce0e camoobnamanue. MomnaTuc
ycMexHyIcsi.— Pa3Be Bce BECTEPOCIHl HEIOBEPUUBHI? — OTBETHUJI OH. — 3a4ueM MHe JiraTh Tebe? Mou
ocBefloMUTeNU B bpaaBoce ellle He HALUIM UX.— A [IeTHU KOPOJIEeBHl Pasibl IpUCOeIUHATCS K I0HOMY
OUTOHY 3[€eCh, eciii uX HauayT?— KoHeuHo, HeT! — BOCKIMKHYN MomaTuc, BEITUPas CBOU JIUIIKKE
masbibl 0 6enyio TKaHb. — Tpex meTed TaprapueHoB B OMHOM MecTe OyIeT CIUIIKOM JIerKO HalTh
mmnuoHaM Koposis Po6epra. Y He 3abbIBaliTe, UYTO HUKTO He 3HAeT 00 JiieroHe. Eciu BB XOTUTE 3HATH
Moe MHeHMe, BaIll xpabpriii BunneM [lappu momkeH 0CTaBUTh Busepuca mpu cebe u 0TOCTIATh
neBOoYKy. KTo-TO mpyro¥ moskeH mo3a00TUTHCS O HEW...— HeT HyKAbl TOBOPUTL, YTO Thl HUKOTIa He
BCTpeTHIlb cupa Yusnnema Jappu, [I:xoH. PoOepT BapaTeon He gypak. OH MOXKET yCTaHOBUTD CBS3b.
B moboMm cnydae, o BceoOieir 6e3onacHocTu Busepuc u [lelieHepuc HOMKHL UTHOPUPOBATh
CyILIeCTBOBaHUE JUTOHA, U DUTOH He y3HaeT, KTO ObIIM ero POTUTEIH, IPeXae YeM 5 pelry
pacckasaTh eMy. [leTu — O4eHb IIJIOXKE JIXKeI[bl, KOTrfa AeJi0 KacaeTCsd CEMEUHBIX [IeJ1.OTO IPU3HaHue
IIOATBEPAUIIO TO, YTO [I2KOH y2Ke 3HaJl: TOJICTHIM TOPTOBel] He XOTeJI KIaCTh BCe SAHlla B OOHY KOP3UHY.
Ero onmopryHuCcTUYECKOE TOBEEeHNE pa3apaxaso [[:KoHa, KOTOPHIY rafaj, YTO IPOU30UAET B TOT
IeHb, Korma ¥ Busepuc, u OUTroH CTaHYT JOCTAaTOYHO B3POCIBIMU, YTOOH IIEpecedsb Y3K0e MOpe C
BOMCKOM. BynyT 1 OHU cpaxaThCs OPYr ¢ gpyroM? Bocmonbs3yeTrcs nu Monatuc ux pasneyieHueM?
Yero oH XkpeT? 30J10Ta, 3eMeJib, TOT'0, YTO OAHAaKIBI IIPUHL Taprap¥ueHoB BHOBb 3aBO0ET CeMb
KoponeBcTB? OH ompeneneHHO He CTaHET IIOMOTaTh UX Aeny OecmiaTHo.IloyeMy OHM He ITOMOTJIU?
[I2KOH mprces Ha Kpal CBOero Kpecyia.— f Xo4y ero yBUmeTb, — BHE3allHO CKa3aJl OH Momnatucy.—
Koro TrI x04emns yBuneTh? 4 ke ckasan Tebe, YTO y HAC HET IpHUHIA...— f X04y BUAETh DUroHa.—
Mgl He JOMKHBI Ha3blBaTh €70 DUTOHOM. MBI JOXKHEL...— f yCTas ClefoBaTh TBOMM IIpaBUiiaM,
Momnaruc. ITpocTo mo3BoIs MHE YBUAETh PeOeHKa.Bo3MyIieHHbIH, MomaTUC YyTh HE IOJaBUIICS
¢bunmkoM.— THI Bce elne He Bepuilb MHe! Hy, [1k0H...J[I2)KOH 4yTh He 3aKpudai.— f IPOCTO X04y
yBUETh er0.TOJICTIK yCTaBUICS Ha Hero ¢ HegoBepueM. Eciu [[KoH moTpeboBa BCTPeUH C
MaJIbYuKOM, TO B MUpe MomaTuca 3TO 03Ha4aso OOHO: U3THAHHUK He JOBEPS ero cioBy. OH
HaxMypuicsd Ha [[2KOHa, 3aTeM CEPOUTO BEITEP CBOU IIyXJIble PYKU O TKaHb U JETCKUM KeCTOM
IIBLIPHYJI ee Ha 1o0J1.— [loiigeM co MHOU, — OTPHIBUCTO IIpUKa3asl OH, IOTHUMAsICh C Kpecya.]:KoH
IIOCJIej0BaI 3a TOJICTHIM TOPTOBLIEM U3 IIPUXOXKEN: B KOHLIE KOpuOopa MomaTuc ykasas Ha OBEpb,
TIOX0KYIO Ha OCTaJIbHEIE, U TOJNKHYI ee. BEposiTHO, KOTfa-To 3Ta KOMHaTa Oblyia 610IMOTEKOH,
IIOCKOJIBKY B HEH 0CTaBaJIoCh HECKOJIBKO ITyCTHIX IIOJIOK. B KHMKHEIX MIKadax KpaCHOTO iepeBa, Ir'ae
MormaTyC XpaHuI CBOM CBUTKM ¥ KHUTY, KOPMUJIUIIA Pa3/I0XKuUjIa OgeXkAy, KOTOPYIO OHa
WCII0/Ib30Basia AJis MJafeHIia, CJI0BHO B POCKOIIHOM OenbeBoM mKady. OHa IpUBETCTBOBAJA UX



rTy00KMM ITOKJIOHOM ¥ HECKOIBKMMHU CIIOBaMU Ha 0acTapaCKOM BaJIUPUUCKOM, KOTOpPHIE [I3KOH MOT
OBl TIOHSITD, ecyii OBl 0OPATHI BHUMAHKE, HO KOJTEIOEIb B IIEHTPe KOMHATH — 3TO BCE, YTO OH MOT
BUOETh. be3 C/I0B OH IIarHyJI BIIepel, OrjsmeN KONr0Oenb 13 IMIEeTEHOr0 JepeBa, MPOCTOTa KOTOPOK
KOHTpPACTUPOBaJa C IT0JIKaMHU U3 KPaCHOTO iepeBa U NOPOTUM KOBPOM Ha I0Jy. BHYyTpU KonbIOenu u3-
1071 Ofesifia IToKa3ajach MajieHbKas rOJI0BKa U OBa MaJIeHbKUX Kyjladyka.— UTO TH fejlaellsb? —
cripocusl Monatuc, yOUBIIEHHO IS0 Ha MyKUWHY, CKJIOHUBIIEr0Csl HaJ MJlafieHLleM, B rja3ax
KOTOPOTO OBIJIO YTO-TO IOX0XKee Ha uHTepec.IloueMy OHUM He TOMBITAIUCh CIacTH e€?[12K0H He CTall
€ro CIIyIIaTh U OMYCTHUJICS Ha KOJIeHU BO3Jie pebeHKa. [I0CKOIbKY MyageHel] CIajl, OH OCTOPOKHO
3aBEPHYJI €T0 B Ofiesiyia U B35 Ha pyKH. Tak [IKOH CMOT JIy4Ille pacCMOTPeTh ero nuio. CHadasna OH
YBU[IEN TOJILKO CepeOpucTOo-CBETIIbIE BOJIOCH, XapaKTepHbIe [jig TaprapreHoB, HO IIOTOM CO00pa3uTi,
yTOo K YyeMy. ETo Koxa Oblia I'Tafikol — He TaKoM, KakK y KeHIINH, KoXka JUTroHa Ka3aiach
OapxaTHUCTOM, — U TPYIHO OBIJIO Y3HATH YEPTH Peiierapa Ha TaKOM MaJ€eHbKOM JIMIIE, UX ITIOYTH He
Ob110... Pe6eHOK B3OPOTHYJI ¥ BOPYT OTKPHLI I'1a3a; Ha CeKyHAy [IKOH 3allaHMKOBAJI, TOyMaB, YTO
MaJIbIlll HaBePHSAKA 3aKPUYHUT, IPOCHYBIIKUCH HA PyKaxX y He3HaKoMIla. [laxke MO PHIKKUE BOJIOCHI
MOTJIA HallyraTh ero. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 3TO OBIJIO IIEPBOE, YTO 3aMeTHIa PeliHuC, Korma mocMoTpena
Ha MeHs.BocroMuHaHMs 0 MaJieHbKOM IIpHHIlecce OB Bce ellle 607e3HEeHHE], faXKe CIYCTS TObI
mocye eé cMepTu.— YTO TH fieaelib? — MOBTOPUI MomaTurc.Ha 3TOT pa3 OH CTOSII IPSIMO 3a
[I>KOHOM ¥ BO3BBILIANCS HaJ HUM, HE MBITasgCh CKPHITh CBOEr0 HeTepleHusa.— Ecnu g monxeH
BOCIIUTBIBATE 3TOTO Pe0eHKa, PaHO UJIU ITO3IHO MBI JOJIXKHEI ITO3HAKOMUTHCS.I'0TyObIe ria3a pebeHKa
cTanu HUOJIETOBEIMU OT MO3THET0 MOTYAeHHOT0 COJIHIIa; 3aBOPOXKEHHBIMA STUM B3TJISIAOM, KOTOPHIH
HalOMKHAJ eMy 4Yel-TO [ApyroH, [[:KOH yNbIOHYICS U BCTaJl, KPENKO Aepka Bopox ofesini. OH mepecek
KOMHATY Y TIOfOIIeN K OnuKaiiieMy OKHY.— JUTOH, — IIpolienTas oH.PeOeHOK He B3OPOTHYII U
IIOCMOTpEI Ha Hero. — [TokKa 4To oH mpocTo "pebeHok", — Gpocun MormaTuc, B Tojioce ero 3Bydasa
HaCTOWYHUBOCTD YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPOMY HOCTAaBIISANIO YAOBOIBCTBUE Pa3pylLIaTh 4yKO0e c4acThe. [[2KOH
3aiyMa’siCcsl: CHaCT/IUB JIU OH B 3TOT CaMbIi MOMEeHT? KoM B ropjie ¥ Ha30UJIUBOE IPUCYTCTBUE
Momnartuca 0TpaByIsiif J1I00yi0 BO3MOXKHOCTh HAaCafuThCsl MTHOBeHHEeM. Ho mep:ka JUroHa Ha pykax,
OH 4yBCTBOBaJl cebs nHaue. BocnuTanue 3Toro pebeHKa - HAy4uTh €ro BCEMY, 3alllUTUTH OT BCEX
oTlacHoOCTel - TpeboBano ycunuit 60bliie, yeM 10b6as JoKHOCTh B KoponeBckoi 'aBanu. C aToro
IOHS, Korfa oH 3abepeT MabuuKa K cebe ¥ BRHIPACTUT KaK POOHOTO, €T0 XXKU3Hb ITIePeCTaHeT
BPAIIAThCST BOKPYT KOHTPAKTOB HA TOPTOBLIEe MeYH, O0EBBIX CJIOHOB ¥ ITO030JI0YEHHBIE JOCIIEXH.
2Ku3ubp KOMMUBOsIKEepa Oblsla MyCcTa, KHU3Hb OTIIA - Be[b OH CTAHET s pebeHKa CaMbIM OJIU3KUM -
BHI3bIBaJia rOJIOBOKpyxKeHue. Korga Monatuc npoyucTus ropio, [IK0H OHSJ, YTO I1opa yXonouTh. OH
IIOBEPHYJICS K KOPMUJIUIIE: 3aropeBillas TEMHOBOJIOCAs KeHIMHA HeJOBEPUYUBO CMOTpPeEIa Ha HETOo,
3abupast DUT0HA U3 ero PyK, OyOTO rafasi, MOXKET JIK 3TOT HE3HAKOMEI, TaK XKaXKOYIITUN IToAepXKaTh
pebeHKa, OBITH er0o OTIOM. [I2KOH IMOHKMaJI, YTO €T0 IOBeieHre YIUBIISET, faXkKe IOKUPYET, HO eMy
61710 Bce paBHO. OH OBICTPO Hae MACKy BEHICOKOMEPHUS U IocaenoBan 3a MomaTtucoMm o6paTHO B
IIPUX0XKYI0, a 3aTeM I10f] KojloHHaAkl. OpaHKeBO-pO30BhIE OTTEHKH Ha He0e TOBOPHUIIU O TOM, YTO yKe
no3aHo. [Ipexne yem nepeceys cafbl ¥ BHIUTU Ha KPBUIBLO, [[2KOH OCTAaHOBUJICS, KaK U €ro X035H1H,
He[oyMeBas, I04eMy U3THAHHUK He MOXKeT IPOCTo yuTu. — B yeMm meno, [IxxoH? — Tomosns B BalIux
cajfiax... OHM HAaIlOMUHAIOT MHE O MOEeM fioMe. fl He 3HaJl, 4TO B ICCOCe eCTh TOMOJsI. MonaTuc
YCMEXHYJICSI Hafl ero 3aMevyaHueM. — 3[0eCh HeT TakKux aepeBbeB. OHU Obl He BHIXKUIU 0e3 IIUCTEPH;
MOHU CJIYTU IIOJIMBAIOT UX KaXAbli JeHb. Tomond - goporas npuxoTh.lllenecT TOMOIMHEIX TUCTHEB Ha
BeTpy yOatokuBas [[2K0Ha, ¥ OH OBLJT paj], YTO DUTOH CMOXKET CIIHIIIATh 3TOT 3BYK [IeHb 3a fHEM. —
IIpUBEe3 UX U3 Balllel CTpaHbl, — HobaBusl MomaTuc, xKenas Iog4epKHYTh CBOe 60TaTCTBO. —
BrikopueBas B KOpoHHBIX 3eMIAX, S qyMalo, 6epekHO IepeBe3 Ha Kopale U mocagui 3meck. Pa3se
OHU He BENUKOJIENHBI?— [la, — 0TBeTUI [IKOH, 9HEPTUYHO KUBas roioBoi. Ciayra moaBesn ero
nomanb, ¥ [2KOH NOKUHYJ 0coOHgK Wnnupro MomaTuca. Bompock pounucs B ero roaose, HO,
yHoanssichk 0T 0COOHSIKa, OKPYKEHHOT'0 KPeMOBO-3KEJITHIMI BHICOKUMHU CTE€HAMM, OH BCe elrle BUOe
BEPXYIIKHU TOIIOJIeH U UX 3eJIeHO-cepeO0pUcCThie TUCThS. BEIKOpUeBaHHBIE U U3THAHHEIE, KaK S, Kak
Oirox. BociuTaTh ManburKa ¥ IOMOYb €My BHOBBL 3aBoeBaTh CeMb KoposeBcTB ObII0 ropa3no
CII0OXKHee, YeM BCe, UTO OH Aefan mo cux nop. CtpaHHo, HO [I2KoHa 6eCITOKOMUIO He 3aBOEBaHUE, a



caMo CyIIeCcTBOBaHUe Jurona. HecMoTps Ha BCTpedy C HUM, ITIOYEMY ST UYBCTBYIO, UTO 3TO €Ille He
Bce? [loueMy oHU He criacnu PelrieHuc, mouyeMy Inus foBepunack Bapucy? Perierap, moxanyucra,
fail MHE CBOIO MYyAPOCTb...
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