"Tel Tam. [IpuHecu MHe cripa. TOIBKO He TBEPALIH, a IJIaBleHbId. 3yOrl C BO3PACTOM CTAHOBSTCS
HEXXHBIMU. A THl IPUHECH MHE ellle OJHY MOXyLIKy. He 3ps XkKe mMoj] 3TUM IaBUIILOHOM HeJIb3s1 ObLIIO
IIOCTaBUTh CULEHbS MOJyyYlle".

Maprepu TepIenuBo xkfaa, IoKa CIyTH yXaXKuBaiu 3a ee 6a0ymikoii. ITo ObIO ee OOBIYHBIM [IEJIOM.
OHa Tak cyeTunach, 4YTo CJIyraM He TePIEeJIOCh II0CKOPee PeTUPOBATHCS.

"¢l Tak paja, 9YTO BBl CMOTJIM MPUCOEOUHUTHLCS K HaM. f 00s/1ach, YTO XKapKoe JIeTHee COJHIIe
IIoMeIaeT Bam".

Baby1urka mocMoTpesia Ha Hee C IPOHULIATEIbHEIM BhIpaXkKeHueM. "He CTOJIbKO xKapa, CKOJIBKO
HeruCTPeOUMEIN 3amax gepbMa, KOTOPEIM IIPOIIMTaH 3TOT TOPOA, MOSI foporas. f youBieHa, YTO Tkl
MOXKeIllb 9TO BEIHOCUTD".

"¢fl mouTH He 3amMeyaro", - oTBeTHIa Maprepu. ITo OBIIO ITPABHOM. 3amaxX ropoa ITPOHU3EIBAJI CaMble
cTeHsl KpacHOro 3aMka; eMUHCTBEHHbBIE, KTO 0Opalan Ha Hero BHUMaHKe, ObUIM HOBOIIPUOKIBINIKE, HO
¥ OHU 4Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO JHel npuBbiKaiu. "KpoMe Toro, 3gech He Tak yXK 1m10x0. Mul ¢ negu Cancou
pas B HefleJIio IocellaeM CUPOTCKuUY MpHUIoT B bnommHoM 6ooTe. MHe xkainb TeX OeJHAT, KOTOPHIM
IIPUXOOUTCS KUTh B HeM. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, MBI IIPOCTO YyBCTBYEM HX 3amax’.

"XBana CeMepsIM 3a Majible MUJIOCTH", - oTBeTHIa Oabymka. OHa CHOBa IIOBEPHYJIACh K OEBYIIKeE-
cnyxaHke. "Hy 4To, IpuHecelbs MHe 4yau? JlaBaHOy, CIUBKY U JIOXKKY caxapa. He 3acTaBmnsiiTe MeHs
XKOaTb".

Kak Tonpko 6abyirka yIoBIETBOPEHHO yCelach U mo3Baja baTTepca, 4ToOB TOT 3aurpai IMyMHYI0
IIECHIO PSIOOM C UX CTOJIOM, €€ B3TJISI OCTAHOBUJICS Ha HEH ¥ CTasl elre 00jiee MPUCTaIbHbIM.
Maprepu o0Befna B3TJISIAOM €€ JIUIO, BITasiCh HalTH IPUYUHY pa3roBopa.

Bcero 3a fieHb 10 9TOTO CTaI0 U3BECTHO, YTO JIOPN How Poiic ckoHuancs oT Gone3Hy, KOTOpas
yJI0XKHUJIa ero B IIOCTENb. 3a OOUH [EeHb II0XKUI0M, HO KPEIIKAYM MyK4YMHA YIIel U3 XKU3HY, KaK U JIOPA
[IxoH AppeH. XOOUIN CIIyXU O BO3MOXKHOU SNULAEMUU B CBA3U C ABYMS TaKUMU IIOX0XKUMU CIIy4asiMU,
HO, TIOCKOJIbKY OHU OBLIM TakK [ajeKu APYT OT APYyra, OT 9TUX CJIYXOB, II0X0XKe, IPUIIJIOCh 0TKa3aThCH.
Opuako cMepTh Kopons Pobepra bapaTeoHa Bckope 1oce ero rubenu Bri3Bajia HegoyMeHue. CMepTh
CTaporo KOpOoJisd IIOYTH HaBepHsKa OblNla esloM PyK oTpaButens. O6 3ToM, I0Xoxke, 3HANIKA BCe, HO
nopp [Ixxerime JIaHHUCTED CTapasicad He PacIpoCTPaHAThCS Ha 3Ty TeMy. B pe3ynbTaTe BCe 3TH
YCUIIHS IPUBEJIN K TOMY, YTO KOJIECO CITYXOB 3aKPYTHIIOCH ellle OLICTpee.

Jlopg Poiic ciykun BMecTo Mojoforo gopaa Pobuna AppeHa. Ero oTCyTCTBUE NPUBENO K TAKOH
IIYCTOTE, 4TO OBbLIO HESICHO, KTO B JJAHHBIM MOMEHT KOMaHAyeT apMuedt [lomuuel. CMOXKeT JTu JIeou
Jlati3za AppeH BepHYTh ce0e ympaBieHre? JUpH Bce ellle HaXO[UJICS Ha KapaHTHHE, HO OHa IIojlarasa,
YTO OHU BCe ellle MOTYT II0ChIIaTh BOPOHOB. Ee Gpat, Yuinmac, 3agas 3TOoT BOIIPOC, U TeIeph OH
KPYKUJI B €e TOJIOBe, CJIOBHO CTEPBATHUK: YTO IIPUBEJIO K TOMY, UTO KOPOJIb OOBSBUII KAPDAHTHH B
Oupu? K nogo6HEIM MepaM niprberany U paHbllle, HO 0OBIYHO OHU [JIAJIACH BCET0 HECKOIBKO Hefellb.
A Jtipu GBI HEOCTYIIEH y2Ke HEeCKOJIbKO MeCSIeB, ¥ KOHIla 3ToOMy He Oblsio BUHO. OHa 4yBCTBOBaIa,
yT0 60JIe3Hb 37ech HU IIpu yeM. Heyxkenu nenu Jlaiiza oTKa3anack BCTaTh Ha CTOPOHY KOPOJIS



OiieMOHa, ¥ OH HaJIOKHUJI Ha Hee caHkuuu? Ho mopn [IxoH Poiic GBI TBEPABIM, YECTHEIM ¥ YMHBIM
YeJI0BEeKOM, KOTOPHIH HUKOT{A He MaJ Okl K HoraM Koposisi. OHa COMHEeBaach, UTO IPeIaHHOCTH
Heny Ctapky mociie TOro, 4To KOpPOJib ¥epuc caenas ¢ ero 6paToM, Ob110 OB JOCTATOYHO, YTOORI
IPYXKECKH MPOTSHYTh PYKy Kopoito. OH momxkeH ORI COeaTh YTO-TO ellle, YTOOL TPUBJIEYD ero Ha
CBOIO CTOPOHY, HO 4TO?

Maprepu 4yBCTBOBajIa, YTO HAXOMUTCS Ha ITOPOTe IOHUMAHUS BEJIMKOT0 OTKPEITHS, HO OHO OBITIO
yOpydarolie He[OCTYIIHO ee TIOHNMAaHHUIO.

3aTeM IMPOU30IIIeN HHIMOEHT C LeuTeneM. Maprepu Mo3HaKOMHUIACh C LeuTeneM [19BUIoM, KOTha
OH compoBoxkma iopaa IxeiimMe. OH OblI TPyOOBAT, YEM-TO ITOX0XK Ha ee 6abyIKy, HO Oojee
TpaKTH4YeH U 0671aa HEYyTOMOHHOM 9HEpruel, KOTOPYI0 HyKHO ObIJT0 HArpaBUTh Ha padoTy. OHa
WHOTMA COMIPOBOXKMaja XEHIIUH U IeTel B ero KIIMHUKY. DTO BLI3LIBAJIO Y HEE BOCXHUINEHUE, U B
IPYTO¥ XKU3HY, KOTHa OHA He OblIyIa JIEOU U3 3HATHOI'0 IOMa, e OBII0 Ob MHTEPECHO MPUCOETUHUTECS
K ero OTPsImy, YTOOH TOMOTaTh MonsaM. Ho Temeps ero nuiio OLUTIO pa30uTo, U, CyMs II0 BCEMY, OH
mepaKascs 3a XKU3Hb Ha Bojocke. ETo yueHuK, [IKy/uaH, CIIMII BCE, YTO MOT, ¥ OCTABHUJI JIOCKYTHOE
TIOJIOTHO M3 KOXKM ¥ HUTOK, TAaK OHA CIIbIIana. TONbKO ero TpyIne macTyXx0B pa3pelianoch IoCemaTh
noM, u jiopn [IxKelMe Clequil 3a 3TUM, CTaBsl Y OBeper CTpaxy. bbUl I 3TOT UHUUOEHT
IeNCTBUTEILHO TAKUM HEBUHHHIM, KaK Ka3aJloCh, MJIX Bce OBITIO KakK Y Koposs PobepTra u mopaa
Porica?

Takxke cTano u3BectHO, 4TO Cepcelo JlaHHUCTED 1O IPUKA3y KOPOJIS MOPUJIX TOJI0AOM. Maprepu HI
Ha CEeKYHAOY He IoBepuia B 3T0. Kopoinb JieMoH MOT ObITh XOJIOMHBIM, HO, II0 €€ MHEHHUIO, eMYy He
XBaTaJI0 KOBApCTBa, YTOOHI COBEPIIUTh HEYTO CTOJIL OTBPATUTENbHOE. TeM He MeHee, BCe Yallle CTaju
TIOSIBJISITBCS CIYXU O TOM, UTO OH HE3aKOHHO YKpaJs TPoH. OTCYTCTBUE Y HETO 3HAMEHUTHIX YEPT
TaprapueHoOB CTaBHUIO IIOJ COMHEHME eT0 YTBepxKaeHus, a Cepces coniraia o0 MPONUCX0XKOEHUN CBOUX
meTel mof yrpo30i CMepPTH CO CTOPOHBI CTAapKOB. ITOTO OBIIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOE! 3aCTABUTh
Maprepu GBIpKHYTH OT cMexa. Jlopa CTapk OblT 4OOPOOYIIEH, XOTS ¥ HEMHOI'O MpaydeH U ITedaJjieH.
Cam Po0606 HMUeM He OTJIMYaJICS OT CBOEr0 BEPHOI'0 BOJIKA: OH ORI IIOJIOH a3apTa ¥ 00POCTH, HO
KpOMe OXOTHI ¥ CpaxkKeHu# y Hero Hu4ero He Ob10 Ha yMe. CTapku Obiniv, 6€3yClIOBHO, HaMeHee
VCKYCHBIMU UTPOKaAMU B 3Ty UTPY, C KOTOPEIMU Maprepu Korga-iu00 CTalKuBajach.

PasrneTaroimecs CIyxu SICHO TOBOPUIM Maprepu: KTO-TO 3aKJagbiBaeT OCHOBY MJISI TIepPeBOPOTa. ITO
nocTaBuio 661 CTApKOB B 3aTPYIHUTEIIbHOE MOI0XKeHue. CIIOBHO OJIeHb, OUYSIBUINY AbIM, Maprepu
OIIyTHUJIa TOBHIIIEHHYI0 TPEBOTY ¥ OBIJIa TOTOBA IMYCTUTD B XOI BCE CBOM CUIbL. Ecniy OHa u GbIa B
YeM-TO YBEPEHA, TaK 3TO B TOM, UTO ee OabyIIKa Ha 3TOT pa3 He COM3BOJIUT IIPUCOEOUHUTHCS K HEN
pagu MPOCTOro OOIIEeHMS.

"Kak nmoxwuBaeT 3TOT Masnbuuiiika Ctapk?" Balyika cMOoTpesna Ha Maprepu TakKuM B3TJISII0M,
KOTOPHIM OHa OOBIYHO BUAEJIA TOIHKO TOTHA, KOTHa ee HHTepecoBajia UHPpOpMaIus.

"Kak mpeKpacHBIii prillaps”, - 0TBeTUIa Maprepu, u ee ynribka Ovlta uckpeHHel. "Eciu Bce OynmeT
IIPOMOIKATHCS B TOM XKe [yXe, TO Uepe3 HECKOJIbKO MeCsIeB BaM CIeAyeT 0XKHUAaTh 0ObSBIEHUS O
TOM, UYTO Y MeHS eCTh peOeHOK".

"XM... IIoj1araro, 3TO yXe 4TOo-TO".



"Brl He BRITTIAOUTE CIIUIIKOM B3BOJIHOBaHHEIM', - OTBeTU/Ia Maprepy, HO, B34B B PYKHU YallIKy U
TIOMeInBas Yai, COXpaHuIa yiIbOKYy.

"To, 4TO THI IIJIOMOBUTA, MeHs paayeT. [IpaBma, HET 0c000T0 CMEICTIa 00BSIBIATE O pebeHKe, IT0Ka OH
He KOPOHOBaH".

"Babymka!" Maprepu 4acTo 3afiaBajiaCh BOIIPOCOM, He SIBJISIETCS JIX BOSMYTUTEIHHOCTL 0a0yIIKUHBIX
CJIOB UCIIBITAHUEM 17 ee camooOnananusi. OHa TBEPHO pellusia He CIOMaThCS.

['yOnl ee 6abyIIKy UCKPUBUIKUCEH B HEOOMbIION ybIiOKe. "Th yBepeHa, YTO CYaCTIUBa? BHIXO[ €CTh.
TomnpKo cCKaxu".

Thl HUKOTIa HEe UCIIBITEIBala MeHS Mom0OHEIM 00pa3oM, mogymMaja Maprepu, 4yBCTBYS, Kak ee riia3a
clerKa pacIupUIuch oT TpeBoru. OHa HaKJIOHUTIA TOJI0OBY, KaK OyATO 9TO MOTJIO IIOMOYb €M JTydIlie
MIOHSITh CUTYaIMI0, HO 6abyIlKa ocTaBalach HEITOCTUXKMUMOM, "3aueM MHe 3TO HYKHO? Y MeHs eCTb
MOJIOMIO¥M, KPAaCHUBHIM MYyXKYNHA, KOTOPOMY CYyKIEHO CTaTh JIOPAOM-IIPAaBUTEIEM CaMO# GOJbIIOMH
TeppuTopuu B BecTepoce. Kak 51 Tebe TOIBKO YTO CKa3asla, MBI y2Ke KOHCYMHUpOBasu Opak".

"To, 4TO TBOE IEBUYECTBO HAPYLIEHO, HE UMeeT 0C060T0 3HaYeHUsI. HeMHOro TyHHOTO Yas u
6e3rpaHuYHasl MOIL PMya He CMOTYT UCIIPaBUTh CUTYaIUIO".

Maprepu o4yBCTBOBAJa, Kak Cepplie 3aK0JIOTUIOCH 0 pebpa, 1 el moTpeboBanoch Bce, YTOOH!
COXPaHUTb Ha JIHIle MPUATHOE BhipaxkeHue. OHa OTIIMJIA TTIOTOK Yasi, KOTOPHIY epXkaja B PyKax,
4yTOOH yCIIOKOUTHCS. OHa TriTy60K0 BOOXHYIA X COCPENOTOYUIACh, YYBCTBYS, KaK Ha Hee
HaBaJIMBAETCS IIPAKTUYECKOe CIIOKOMCTBHE, HO KPOBb BCe PaBHO Oypiuiia B Kujax. "fd youBieHa, 4To
BEHI CHIeNIaNii TaKoe IMpeanoxXeHne".
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