4 3abuscs B TUXUHN YT'O0JI, HO XOXOT ¥ HaCMEIIJIUBEIE T'OJIOCA BCE PaBHO I'HaJIUCh 3a MHOM, TOYHO CTas
THEH. KpaeM T'lla3a 4 BUOEJI, KaK OHU ThIYYT B MOIO CTOPOHY IIaJIbIIaMH, OEJIal0T I"I)Y6BIG 2KEeCTHI,
YIINBasACh MOUM YHU2KEHHEM.

— BrI BepuTe, 4TO 3TOT JTy3ep peasnbHO 3aTamuil Capy KNMHTOH B IOCTeNbh? — TPOMKUM IIETIOTOM
CKa3aJjl OOMH, YTOOH! I TOYHO yCIIbILIAT.

— Hy, oHa ¢ KeM yrogHo MepecIuT, HO BCE paBHO... — M00aBUJI APYTOM, U TOJIAa CHOBA 3aXUXUKaa.

¢ coxpaHsT KaMeHHOe JIMII0, YCTAaBUBUINCH HA TPEIIUHY B CTeHe, OyATo 3TO OLIIO caMoe
3axBaThHIBAIOIIEe 3PEJINIle B MOeH XKU3HU. A BHYTPH BCE KuIeso. [louemMy, 4€pT BO3bMH, S Ha3Ball
uMeHHO Capy? M3 Bcex MeBYOHOK B IIKOJIe — 1oueMy e€? Mor 6wl BEIOpaTh [IxKeHHUupEp U3 Kjaacca
XUMWY, UK Ty TUXYIO IeBOYKY U3 OMONIMOTEKH, UITK BOOOIIEe BEIAYMaTh KOT0-HUOYIb.

Ho HeT, B maHMKe IePBOE, YTO BEICKOUMIIO B rojioBe, — Capa KnuHTOH. MoXKeT, TOTOMY 4TO €€ ClaBa
rpemMesia Ha Tpu Kopupopa Brepén. O Cape 1enTanuch B pa3fgeBasikax ¥ 00CyzKgaay BIOJT0JIOCa 3a
nanyeM. OHa OblyTa KpaCHBa, CIIOPY HET, HO €€ pemyTallus... CKaxkeM Tak, OHa Oblla Ieapa Ha
TTPUBSI3aHHOCTE.

4 4yTh He paccMesisics. ITHU XKe JIIOOHU C JIETKOCThIO IIOBEPUIIH, YTO 51 MOT Iepecnarth ¢ Capou
KNIMHTOH, HO MBIC/Ib O TOM, UTO ST MOT OBITH C IMUIH [[KOHCOH? JTO, II0X0XKe, ObIJI0O HACTOILKO
HEBEPOSATHO, YTO UM Jaxe B I'OJIOBY He NPUILIO. Y B 4EM-TO UX MOXKHO ITOHSTE.

MozxkeT, UMEHHO IT09TOMY OHU TakK JIETKO MPOTrJI0TUIN UCTOopuio ¢ Capoi. B ux ria3ax s OblT IapHEM,
KOTOPBIY IIOTOHUTCS 3a CaMOM OOCTYIIHOU JE€BYOHKOU IIIKOJIBE, 0 KOTOPOU XOAUJIU CIIyXH, UTO OHA HE
IIPOCTO «JIETKas», @ YyTh JIX He IPOCTUTYTKa. Ho 3aBoeBaTh OMUIH, IIKOJIbHYIO IPUHIIECCY? ITO,
BUIMMO, OBIJIO 3@ TPAHbIO0 UX BOOOPaXKeHUSs.

Cmex IIPOAOJIZKAJICSA, HO TEIIEPL B HEM YYBCTBOBAJIACh KdKada-TO HATYy2KHOCTb, 6YJITO OHHU N30 BCEX CHUIL
HCKaIU, Haf, YeM IIOCMESAThCSI. MOXKET, UM HYXHa Oblna 9Ta pa3pganka. MoxkeT, HaCMeIIIK: Hafo
MHOH IOMOTaid UM 38.6]:1Tb, 4YTO CHAPYXKHN 6pOJIHT HaCTOsALIKMe MOHCTPEI, YTO X IIPUBBIYHAA 2KU3HBb
pa3jieTesiaCh B IIIEIIKN 3a HECKOJIBKO 9aCOB.

A man um 9Ty MUHYTY. Ecmu moé YHUZXKEHNEe MOT'JIO IIOOJAaPUTh UM XOTh HEMHOI'O HOPMAJIBHOCTH, IIYCTb
TakK.

Cnepyrourye HECKOTBKO YaCOB 5T TPOCUEN B CBOEM YTy, KaK M3r0o¥. HUKTO He MOAXO[UII, HUKTO HE
IIBITAJICS BTSHYTh MEHS B pa3roBop. f Habmiomasn, Kak JIuam cobpasn BOKPYT ce6st KOCTSK I'PYIIIEL —
Tommu, Imuny, [Ixxeccuky, MaTa U ellé HECKOIbKUX PeOSIT U3 pa3HbIX KitaccoB. OHU COUNTUCH B
KYYKY V OKOH, IIeperoBapuBasiCh BIIOJIT0JIOCA, TO U OeJl0o yKa3hiBas Ha 3abappruKagupoBaHHYIO OBEPh
WY Ha 4YTO-TO IT0X0Kee Ha HapHCOBAHHYIO OT PYKU KapTy IIKOJIHL.

OHM 4TO-TO IJIAHUPOBAIKA. MoxKeT, MapuIpyT mobera.



Ho MeHs OHU SIBHO HE CUUTAIU I[OCTOfIHBIM Y4acCTHud.

OMUIK TO U [IeJI0 OTJISIIBIBAIach Ha MEHSI, €€ B3TJISII MOJIMI MOOONTH. KaXk bl pa3, Koraa Hallu
r7a3a BCTpeyanch, OHa ClIerka HaKJIOHSJa TOJI0BY K TpYyIIe, IpunofHuMas 6poBu, 6yITO TOBOPS:
«Wgu cioga». Ho g oTBOAMI B3TJISA, COCpeOTauyrlBasACh Ha YEM YTOJHO IPYTOM.

4 BCE paBHO He cobupascs ClIefoBaTh UX IIaHy. Y MeHs Oblyla CBOS LIEJIb.

Cups TaM ¥ IPUTBOPSISCh, YTO MHE IIJIeBaTh Ha UX TalHOe coOpaHue, T HEeBOJIbHO BO3BPAIIAJICS
B3TJISIIOM K DMMIIM, XOTh U CTApasCs 3TOro He menath. OHa cumesna 61u3ko K ToMMu — OnuxKe, 4eM,
KaK MHe Ka3aJ0Ch, OHU OBUIH 10 BCET0 3TOr0. Ero pyka jiexkasa Ha eé Ijledax, B 3TOM KecTe
CKBO3UJIM OMHOBPEMEHHO 3allliTa ¥ COOCTBEHHMYECTBO, a OHa, KaxkeTcs, 6e3TyMHO MPUXKKUMAaach K
ero TeIy.

BupmeTs ux BMecTe OBITIO KaK yaap MOM ObIX. B rpyou 3aBsi3asicst TYTOM y3es, KOTOPHIH 5 He XOTeN
IIpu3HaBaTh. PEBHOCTH? f 4yBCTBOBAJ YTO-TO [I0X0XKEE paHbllle, KOT[Aa CMOTPEI Ha HUX B LIKOJIbHBIX
KOpHOOpax Mexkay YPpoKaMu, Ho cefiyac 3To OvlI0 ocTpee. JInyHee.

4 Obin BMIOOTIEH B OMUIN MeCsIlaMy, a MOXKeT, u monbine. OHa Oblyla BCEM, YeM s He ObLT: YBEPEHHOH,
TIOTIYJISIPHOM, C KAKOM-TO eCTeCTBEHHOM KpacoToi. OHa MOTJIa OCBETUTbh KOMHATY OOHUM CBOMM
TIOSIBJIEHHEM, a €€ yIbriOKa Oblyla KaK COJIHIIE ITOCTIe IPO3kl. S ITPOBENT Ky4y YacoB, MedTasi, KaKOBO 3TO
— CHIEThH PSINOM C Hel, 4TOOBl OHa CMOTpesia Ha MEHS TakK, KakK CMOTPHUT Ha TOMMH.

Ho TEIIePh, IIOCJIe TOr0, YTO IIPOUIOIIIIO Y HAC C Hel B KJIaJIOBKe, II0CJIe eé nonesyda u TOM ONIM30CTH,
yTO OBLIa MeXIYy HaMH, BUJETb eé ¢ TomMu OBIIO KaK HOXK B KHIITKAX.

MozxkeT, ecnu ObI 51 OBITT CMeJIee paHbIlle, ecyiu Ovl coernan mar o ToMMu, BCE OblI0 OBl MHAYE.
MoxeT, ecnu OBl 1 TPpOMOJTYas, Korga yeumgen ToMMu B criopT3ae... Mbl MOTIH OBl y2Ke OBITH B IIYTH,
TOJIKO BIBOEM, U Y MeHs ObIII0 OBl BpeMsI IT0Ka3aTh eH, YTO s MOTYy OBITh TeM, KTO e HyKeH.

Ho s He crenan HUYEro u3 3Toro, BepHo? [laxke B pa3rap KpH3uca, faXKe KOrfaa y MeHs Obla
ueanbHas BO3MOXKHOCTb OBITh 3TOUCTOM, S IIOCTYIIXJI TaK, KaK CYXTall IIPaBUJIbHLIM. {1 TOMOT e
HauTd TOMMH, IOTOMY YTO 3HAJI, YTO OHA 9TOT'0 XOUET, [IOTOMY YTO JTFOOUIT €€ OCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH
JKeJaTh e CHUaCThs, Haxe eClIu He CO MHOM.

YEpT, Kakou xKe s UauoT.

¢l MOTHYJI TOJTOBOH, TIBITASICh BRITPSICTY 9T MBICTH. He BpeMs [Is XKaJI0CTH K cebe UK «a 4uTo,
ecnu». BBITH Belly moBaXkKHee MOEero XKajIKoro T1000BHOTo 6pena. Hampumep, BEIKUBaHUE.
Hampumep, y3HaTh, KUBa JIX MOSI MaMa.

CobpaHue TPyl TIHYIOCH 0eCKOHEYHO. 1 cMoTpes, Kak JlnaM pa3aMaxuBaeT PyKaMH, ero rojioc To
B3JIETAJI, TO IafaJl, II0Ka OH 00BACHSJI CBOU reHUAILHEIN 1aH. TOMMU KMBaJjl, HHOTOA BCTABJIAS CBOU



3aMeydaHusi, a IOMUIU CiIylllaJia, HO, KaXKeTCd, OyMaJia O YEM-TO CBOEM.

HakoHell, Kor[la TeHU YOJMHUIIUCE, @ CBET 32 OKHAaMM Hadajl MEPKHYTh, UX COOPHIIE Pa3oIlyioCh.
[Topa OBITIO MEHCTBOBATh.

91 Me[IIeHHO IOMHSJICS, HOTH 3aTeKJIM OT HOJITOr0 CUAEHMs, ¥ HAIPaBUICS K JInaMy, CTOSIBIIEMY B
IIeHTpe 3aa.

— Hapo IIOTrOBOPHUTH, — CKa3all 4.

JInam oTOpBaCs OT KapThl, KOTOPYIO CKJIafbIBajl, ¥ YOUBJIEHHO BCKUHYJI OPOBHU.

— Oro, KTO 3TO Y HaC el 0KuTh? UTO CTPSICIIOCH, TIOGOBHUYEK?

Heckonbko 4emoBek XUXUKHYJIK Ha IIPO3BUIIEM, HO A IIPOIIYCTUII 3TO MHUMO ymeﬁ

— 1 yXoxy.

B 3ane moBucya TuiinHa. Pa3roBopkl 060pBanKch Ha IOJTyCIOBE, BCE B3TJISAbI YCTPEMUIUCH Ha Hac.
Haxe Omunu, Tuxo OecemoBaBiias ¢ [I)KeCCHKO, BCKUHYJIA TOJIOBY C MIOTPSCEHHBIM BULOM.

— Yxomuib? — mepecnpocun JInaM, U B €ro rojioce MeJbKHYI CMeIIoOK. — B cMbICTIe, BaUIIb U3
mKOIbl? Un COBCEM KpHIIlla moexana?

— MHe HYXKHO NIPOBEPHUTH, KAK TaM MaMa, — CKa3aJl s, UTHOPUpPYS ero HacMmelnku. — OHa,
BO3MOKHO, BCE €Ilé B Halllel KBapTupe. {1 JoKeH 3HaTh, YTO C HEW.

4 yXe crpammBajl, HeNlb3s U ¥ KOT'0-TO B3STh TenedoH, YTOOH II03BOHUTH €l, HO, TI0X0XKe, BCe
BBILIIKYM B OKPYT'€ OTKJIIOUUIIUCH. BHIJIO M 3TO JI0KaIbHOU MPO6IeMON UITA YeM-TO OOJIBIINM — MOXKET,
Bech Hb10-MOpK, a TO 4 BCA CTpaHa, — HUKTO He 3Hall.

JIaM yXMBITBHYJICS.

— U kak THI cobparscs qoOupaThCs 0O MaMOYKH, KOT{Ia CHAPY2KH IIACTA0T 3T TBapu? — OH IIarHym
OuKe, HaBUCAs HaJ0 MHOM, MCIIONb3YsI CBOE IIPEMMYIIECTBO B POCTe. — Y Te0s YTO, KeJlaHue
CIOXHYTb, 0 KOTOPOM HaM CTOUT 3HAThH?

Panbiie TakTHKa 3anyruBanus JInama cpaboTasna Obl. 4 OBl cTymIeBascs, TpoOOpMOTasl YTO-HUOYAb U
peTupoBascs B cBou yroi. Ho 3a nmocienHue 9ackl BO MHE 4YTO-TO U3MEHUJIOCh. MOXKeT, IeJo B TeX
TBApsAX B KOPUIOPE, MOXKET, B afpeHasuHe, BCE ellé OypiisiineM B KPOBU, UM B TOM, UTO II0CTIE
BCTpPEYM C HACTOAIMIKMMU MOHCTPaMU IMIKOJIbHEIN XyJIUTaH yKe He Ka3aCs TaKUM CTPALIHBIM.



A MOXKEeT, 9TO U3-3a TOT0, YTO 5 MPOOYIUI *3TO*...

— 4 Oyny ocTopoxkKeH, — cKasaJl s, TJISIAs eMy B rjia3a 6e3 TeHu cTpaxa. — [IoMAy o TeHsSIM, Halay
MallliHY U J0efy [0 KBapTUPHL. f Ke CIIpaBUJICS [0 CUX IIOP, BEPHO?

JInam CMOTPeEJI Ha MeHs CEKYHOY, U €TI0 HaCMEIIUBasd I'PHMaCd CMEHHIIACh 9YeM-TO Bpoae
HEO0XOTHOI'O YBaXKEHU . [Totom oH XMEBIKHYJI ¥ B3TJIAHYII Ha Mara, KOTOpLIfI CTOsAJI Y OBEPH.

— Mo, BRIIIYCTH €TO0. Ecnu oH Tak xX04erT, YTOORI €T0 COXKpaJiki, KTO MEI TaKue, YTOOHLI MEeIIaTh?

MST yXMBITBHYJICST ¥ Ha4all OTOOBUTATH CTYJIbS U ITAPThl, KOTOPEIMU 3abappuKaAupOBaIn IBEPb.

¢ HampaBWIICS K HEMY.

— Iloronu, PaiiaH.

Tonoc OMunu oCcTaHOBUI MeHS, KakK yoap Toka. f o0epHycs u yBUOEN, KaK OHa BCTAET, a 3a HeU
ToMMu, cnerka o3aflaueHHbBIN €€ peaKiue.

Ha Mur s HauBHO MTOAyMaJl, YTO OHa CKaxeT: «f ¢ To6oit!» Ho BMeCTo 3TOro oHa marHyna Ko MHE U
Kpenko o6Hsa. HeoxkumaHHBIN XKECT 3acTall MeHs BPACIIJIOX, U 51 3aMEeTHJI, KaK YOuBJIeHNe
0TpPa3usioch Ha nuile ToOMMHU.

— IMUU? — MOE TeJIO HAIPSTJIO0Ch MO B3TJISIAaMU OKPY2KaloOIIKUX, B KOTOPHIX CMEIauCh
moO0NBITCTBO U yauBIeHue. Ho OMunm, Ka3anoch, He 3aMeydalia BHUMaHUs, OTCTPAHSISICh C
HMCKPEHHUM BBEIPaKEHUEM Ha JIUIIe.

— Cmacubo0, 9TO cIlac MHe XM3Hb, — CKa3aJia 0Ha, ¥ e€ T0JI0C APoKasl oT OnaromapHoCcTH. — IIpaBfa,
cracu0o.

TomMMu BHITOXHYTI C 06I€ETYEHHEM, [TOHSB, YTO 9TO JIMIIb BEIPAXKeHUEe MPU3HATENIBHOCTH, U OCTAJTbHbLIE
BEPHYJINCH K CBOUM [IeJiaM, HallpsiKeHue paccesiyiock. S moxar maeyaMu, YyBCTBYS ce6si HeJTOBKO
IIOT UX B3TJIAMAMHU.

— Jla HUYEero TaKoro, — TUXO OTBETHUII 1. — TOJIBbKO... He TOBOPU HUKOMY. — 4 ClierkKa KOCHYJICS
PYKH, TTie TI0J PyKaBOM IIpsiTalach TAaTYUPOBKA, CIIOCOOHAS OCTAaHABIMBATH BpeMsi. DOMUIIH JIETKO
COrjlacuiiach He paCKphelBaTh HUKOMY HU O LIeIUTEIbHBIX CBOMCTBaX Moero CeMeHu, HU 0 MOel
CIIOCOOHOCTH, U 5T OBEPSIIT €€ CIIOBY.

— He ckaxXy, — cepb€3HO KUBHYIa OHA, ¥ s 3HAJI, YTO MOTY Ha HE€ TOJI0KHUTHCS.



[ToBucya may3a, ¥ 51 TOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO DMUJIM XOUET CKa3aTh 4TO-TO emé. Ho Tyt BMemasncs Tommy,
TI0JIOKUB PYKy MHE Ha IIJIeYo.

— Cmacu60, 6paT, 94To moMoTr OM. 4 mpaBaa BOJTHOBAJICS, — CKa3aJl OH.

— Ila s mpocTo chena, 4To caenan Ovl 11000%, — OTBETUII 5, TI0XKaB IJIeYaMy, CTapasch
IPUYMEHBIIUTh CBOM ITOCTYIIOK.

— T xopouruii mapens, Partan, — yneiOHYACS TOMMY, KUBHYJ U MSITKO YBENT DMUJIH.

— Eme yBuguMcs? — BOPYT CIIPOCHIIA OHA, U B €€ TOJIOCe MeJlbKHYa TpeBora. CTpaHHBIM BOIIPOC, HO
s TIOHSITT €€ 6eCIIOKOMCTBO: 1 coOUpasCcs YUTH ONUH, YTOOR HAWTH MaMy.

— Ecnu mkona cHOBa OTKPOETCs, TO Oda, — IIOIOYTHUII 5, IIBITASACh PA3PAOUTH aTMocdoepy " PA3BEATH
BO3MOXKHEIE COMHEHUS ToMMu.

OMumnm yneIOHyIach MOUM CJIOBaM, €€ JIULI0 CMATYUIIOCE.

— [a... — OHa 0TBepHYIaCh, U €é yIEbKa CMEHIIACh YeM-TO, YTO S He CMOT pa3o0paTh, Ipexye 4eM
OHa yIIa.

qa IIOBEPHYIJICA K BBEIXOY, YYyBCTBYs, KaK MbsT paCUduilaeT IMyTh. Ho B mocnemHuil MOMEHT eH.Ié OIOWH
T'0JIOC OCTaHOBHUJII MEHS.

— Iloronu, 51 ¢ TOGOM.

4 o6epHYyCS U YBULEI TOPa3uTeIbHO KPAaCUBYI0 TEMHOBOJIOCYIO IEBYIIKY, Ha rof] cTaplie MeHs. Ha
Hel Oblyla Ta XKe IIKOJIbHAasA GopMa, HO B €€ CTUJIe YyYBCTBOBAJIaCh roTuyeckas HoTka. ['yOn
HaKpallleHbl YEPHOU TOMafoH, YepHas KypTKa, YepHas CyMKa C Kydyel rOTUYeCKUX YKpalleHuH.

— Tot 0 yém Gopmouernts, CumHU? — pa3apaxKeHHo Opocunt Jluam.

— He Oyny moBTOpSITH. {1 Basio U3 3TOM ALIPH, — oTpe3ana CUOHY, HAMPaBIAsiCh KO MHE.

— Cepré3HO0? — CIPOCHUT 5, OlllapallleHHbIM €€ BHE3AITHEIM PEIIEHUEM.

— YV MeHs eCcTh KJTIOUH, ¥ MOSI Ta4yKa IIPUIIapKoBaHa C3a{d, — CKa3ajla OHa, IOJHSB KITI0UH, YTOORI
II0KA3aTh.

— Ilorogu, HaM HY2KHa TBOA ‘-IépTOBa MallliHa, BC€ MalllMHbL Hy}KHH! — BO3MYTHIJICA JInam.



— Oo6ounémncs 6e3 OMHONM TaYKHU AJIST CBOET0 BEJIMKOTOo IJlaHa « MUcCHs HeBRIIOMHUMAa», JInam, —
napupoBasia CUIHM, He YOOCTOUB ero B3TJISIOM, ¥ HalpaBuiaach K Beixony. Ho Jlnam cxBaTui eé 3a
PYKY, €T0 THEB BCIIBIXHYII.

— Kyna T8I cobpanacs?

— A THI KTO TaKOM, YTOOBI MHE YKa3bIBaTh? — Or'PHI3HYIack CUIHH, XOJIOMHO OTIIBLIPHYB €T0 PYKY.

— XouelIb COOXHYTh C 3TUM MeJIKUM IpungypkoM? Uy npocTo HOTU pa3fBUHYTh Ilepen HUM? —
CBbsI3BUI JInam.

— [Tomen ThI, — oTpe3ana CUOHY, I0OKa3aB eMy CPefHUU Iajell, U IOBEPHYIach KO MHe. — Maemsb
WU Kak?

— Ia... — 4 He [0 KOHIIA IIOHUMAJI, YTO ITPOUCXOOUT, HO €CJIH Y Heé ecTh MAlllMHa, ST He co0upasncs
OTKa3bIBaThCS. ¢ MOMIEN 3a Hel, HO Iepe[l TeM, KaK MOKWHYTh CIIOPT3ajl, 6POCUI IIOCTIeTHUH B3TIISI
Ha3af. OMMIM CMOTpeJIa Ha MeHs, B e€ rja3ax YuTasach TPeBOra.

[Tpormrait, IMUIK, — MOAYMAJ i, IOBEPHYJICS U mocnentun 3a CUgHH.
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